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a
e
i
o
u
ʉ

Short Vowels Long Vowels
aa
ee
ii

oo
uu
ʉʉ

Whispered Vowels
a
e
i
o
u
ʉ

Combined Vowels
ai
ay
oi

a - as in father
e - as in get
i - as in keep
o - as in hope
u - you
ʉ - umbrella

ai - as in ice
oi - as in boy

Double vowels are the same sound as above, just held for one
syllable longer  

aa
ee
ii

oo
uu
ʉʉ

Whispered vowels are typically seen and not heard. When they are
heard, it usually sounds like a puff of air or a literal whisper of the

vowel. When vowels are whispered they are underlined. 
a e i o u ʉ



Consonant Sounds

Symbol Comanche Word Comparable Sound in English

b

h 

k 

m

n

p

r

s

t

w

y

ʔ

tʉbitsi (really)

haa  (yes)

kehe (none)

mia (go)

nami (little sister)

puuku (horse)

ara (uncle)

sarii (dog)

tanapʉ (knee)

woobi (wood)

yʉtsʉ (rise up)

waʔoo (cat)

v of saving

h as in hair

k as in skirt

m as in meet 

n as in nice

p as in speed

tt of matter or d of ladder 

s as in some

t as in stoop

w as in wood

y as in yes

hard pause as in uh-oh 
(glottal stop)





Comanche Alphabet Song (sung to the tune of "The ABC Song")
Original alphabet song by: Melissa Hinkle

Adapted and updated by Comanche Nation Language Department 

Letter

  a  
 ebe/ebi 

e 
ha
i 

ka

mu
nʉ
o
pa
ere
sa
te

u
ʉ

wa
yʉ

kehetʉ

a
b
e
h
i
k

m
n
o
p
r
s

u
ʉ
w
y

ʔ

t

ah
eb-veh/eb-vee

eh
hah

ee or ē
kah

moo
nuh
oh
pah

er-de
sah
teh

oo
uh

wah
yuh

pause in uh-oh

 Name  Sound





amawoo tsa ekapitʉ 

amawoo
(apple)

amawoo tsa puhipitʉ 
tʉanoo
(apple is red) 

(or)

(apple is green)



hibipʉ
(drink)

 (it is my drink)
 nʉhibipʉ ma



eetii
(bow)

nʉeetimaʔai nʉ hoikwanu
(I hunted with my bow)



haniibi
(corn)

(corn tastes good)
haniibitsa tsaakamatʉ 



isa
(wolf)

isa kaabekatʉʔa nohitʉ
(wolf plays tricks)



kooko
(chicken)

 kookoʔa 
noyoʔa turuanu

(chicken laid eggs)



moʔo narʉso
(mitten)

nʉmoʔonarʉse nʉ
watsikʉnʉ

(I lost my mitten)



naboorʉ
(pen)

naboorʉha nʉ niwaitʉ 
(I need a pen)



(I am making a baby cradle) 

onaakono
(cradle)

onaakonoʔaitʉ nʉ 



pisimatokoo
(rainbow)

(I love the rainbow)

pisimatokooʔa nʉ kamakʉtʉ



arʉka
(deer)

(deer is tired)
arʉkatsa kweyainu



(overalls)
sapʉbitsoko

(I have overalls)
sapʉbitsokokatʉ nʉ



taaka pitsipʉ
(ice cream)

(ice cream tastes good)
taaka pitsipʉtsa tsaakamatʉ



tabukihna
(rabbit)

 (rabbit has a lot of food)
tabukihna sooti tʉkapʉkatʉ



ʉmapaa
(lake/pond)

(small pond is over there) 
tʉeʉmapaatsa uku



wakaree
(turtle)

(turtle is moving slow)
wakareeʔetsa napisoʔaitʉ



yʉtsʉʔetʉ
(airplane)

piapʉ yʉtsʉʔetʉtsa
ebipitʉ

(big airplane is blue)



waʔoo
(cat)

(cat is hungry)
waʔootsa tsihasuarʉ



paisee
(nickel)

(this is a nickel)
itsa paisee



natsayaatuka
(lantern)

 (lantern is bright)
natsayaatukatsa mohatsitʉ 



hoikwa
(hunt/look for prey)

(go hunt)
hoikwamia



kehetʉ sʉmʉ wahatʉ pahitʉ hayarokwetʉ

moʔobetʉ naabaitʉ taatsʉkwitʉ

namewatsʉkwitʉ wʉminatʉ sʉʉmarʉ

Comanche Numbers



ekaʔohapitʉ

ohapitʉ

tuhupitʉ

ebipitʉ

ekapitʉ puhipitʉ

esipitʉ

ekaʔebipitʉ

tosaʔekapitʉ

(yellow)

Comanche Language Colors
Color in the circles

(purple) (blue)

(black) (red) (green)

(grey) (pink) (orange)






